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Introduction

Balochistan, having a history of barely 500 years, that too rather scanty, with a diverse semi-desert
arid landscape encompassing 43% ol Pukistan’s landmass, is the southwestern province of
Pakistan and is hame to some 12 million people. Due o the traditional sparsity of precipitation,
the Tand has remained unproductive since ancient times, holding an equally sparse population in
relentless poverty. The semi-desert, mountainous terrain, vast distances without water, harsh
climate, and extreme temperatures have, however, made the people living here hardy. determined.

and conditioned to face challenges and develop despite the limitations of geography.

Academic growth in Balochistan began slowly, initially with a few high schools, from the time of
Independence in 1947 to universities from 1973 onwards. The Balochistan Think Tank Network
(BTTN) is the newest addition 1o the Provinee's academic landscape, being the first Research
Center. 1t was created barely a year ago with a vision to become the leading research-oriented,
credible poliey Think Tank. The DTN aims to promote a rescarch culture focused on socio-
ceonomic development, stability, and national integration by mapping pathways to sustainable
policy solutions for decision-makers. It pursues quality research based on investigation, literature
review, ground realities, and the gathering of unbiased knowledge through investigation and
interaction with stakcholders. Its goal is to cam credibility amongst the academia, intellectuals and
opinion / decision-makers of Pakistan in general and Balochistan in particular. Accordingly, in
line with its vision and mission, BTTN launched its Rescarch Journal (BTN Journal) in December
2021.

About the Journal

Aims and Scope

BTTN Journal is a bi-annual peer-reviewed research journal that accepts high-quality and original
research with value addition in accordance with the policy research guidelines of the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan. 1t is a purely research-oriented poliey journal published
by Balochistan Think Tank Network (BTTN) at BUITEMS, Quetta. BTTN Journal remains
broader in scope and applicability across various domains of the social sciences, applied sciences.

policy papers, and the arts and humanities. about traditional and non-traditional sccurity fields of




scientific enquiry. It helps provide broader research perspectives in an interdisciplinary approach
that welcomes contributions. not limited to Pakistan afTairs, but rather potentially covers the
broader contours of International Relations, Intermational Politics, Strategic Studies, Political
Science. Political Economy., Fconomics, Fnergy & Development, Defense & Sceurity Studies,
Nuclear Policy, Non-Proliferation, Arms Control & Disarmament, Geo-strategy, Emerging
Technologies. Sociology of Development, Provincial Issues of Balochistan and evolving
compeling stralegies between the major powers and their implications on the smaller states. BWHEN
Journal helps provide research opportunitics for rescarchers, scholars, policymakers, and analysts

o contribute their research articles for consideration and publication.
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Current Issue

The current issue of the BTTN Journal comprises research articles published more recently, both
online and in print versions. Research articles in the PDF version are displayed on the BT TN

Journal Website and printed by BTTN.

Archives

Rescarch articles from different volumes and issucs already published in the BTTN Journal are

archived.

Submission Guidelines

It is imperative 1o note that BTTN Journal accepts original, authentic. data-proven, evidence-
based, theory-supported, cutting-edge, quality, and research-oriented papers that add value to the
existing literature on the given topic of inquiry. Papers must have some form of novelty, clarity of

argument, methodology. theory-based questions, and rigorous policy recommendations that are

BTTN Joumal is committed o rigorous, blind peer review to maintain academic integrity and
uphold the highest standards of review. Therefore, it is for the authors' information that articles
submitted to the BTTN Journal will initially undergo the editorial board's initial screening. After
passing through the editorial review stage, the papers will be peer-reviewed by independent,
anonymous field experts on the submitted themes. The review process will take at least 6 10 8
weeks for the editorial board's final decision on whether to accept or reject for publication in the
BTTN Journal. In the third stage, the accepted papers will be sent 10 authors with blind review
comments/feedback, and, upon the authors' acceptance of reviewers” recommendations/feedback,
the uccepted papers will be included in the publication volumes and issues of the BTTN Journal
as the final published version. However, due to un foreseen circumstances, such as the ongoing

COVID-19 pandemic, the entire review process may take a litthe longer than expected,

Authors must read, understand, and follow up the lollowing guidelines belore submitting articles

for consideration and publication purposes:
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A typical rescarch article for this journal should be between 6000 and 8000 words,

including abstract. footnotes, 1ables, captions, and figures.
An abstract must not exceed 200 words. 1t should have at least five keywords.

Although it is preferable to have a single-authored paper submission. the article
should not exceed more than three authors, each of whom has a justifiable research
contribution in the paper. No conflict of interest among the authors is integral 10

the paper submitted to the BTTN Journal.

The responsibility of research and academic ethics is 100% relying on the author(s)
of the submitted paper. The editorial board has a zero-tolerance policy for
educational and/or academic dishonesty in any part or whole of a rescarch

paper/article/piece submitted for publication 1o the BTTN Journal.

To maintain originality ol the written picce for publication to the BTTN Joumal.
the editorial board follows 100% originality ethics ever designed by the academic
world and/or scientific communities for scholarly publications. Thus, academic

fraud solely relies upon the author{s).

The originality of the research article matters. BTTN Journal will undertake a
plagiarism test for each article submitted. The paper should not exceed a similanty
index of 19% and should not exceed 2% from any single source. Please follow up
on the BTTN Journal Plagiarism Policy in accordance with the HEC rules and

regulations of the Plagiarism Policy.

BTTN Journal believes in stamping out bad rescarch inquiry practices and gives
guidelines lor original picces of production by the authors. So. it is the
responsibility of the authors to know and follow the retraction guidelines and to
abide by the academic/research norms and/or ethics of the educational/research
piece of paper(s) submitted to the BTTN Joumal. For guidelines. consider

following the link: hups:/publicationethics.org/retraction-guidelines




8. Papers should be submitied anonymously with no marks ol indication. However,
authors should submit their short bio and institutional affiliation separately on the

title page while submitting their manuscript to the BTTN Journal.

9. Papers once submitted to the BTTN Journal must not have been printed elsewhere
and/or should not be under consideration in other journals. Authors cannot
withdraw papers once they have been accepted for publication by the BTTN
Journal. However, the retraction policy helps guide the authors to consider

following the link: hitps://publicationethics.org/retraction-guidelines

10, Articles should be submitted in MS Word with 12 font size, Times New Roman.,

and bearing 2.0 space in between the lines. The footnotes should be 10 font size of

Times New Roman,
1. BTTN Journal only accepts American English spelling.

2. BTTN Journal follows the footnoted references according to the Chicago Manual

of Swyle, 16th edition. Please follow the link: Chicago-Siyle  Citation

{htips:/www.chicacomanualofstvle.ore/tools citationpuide. html).

13. No sophisticated formatting is required for the citations. Foomnote eitation should

be simple. For a more comprehensive look at Chicago’s two svstems of source

citation and many more examples, sce chapters
14 (hups:/www.chicagomanualolstyle.org/book/ed 1 7/part3/ch 1 4/toc.itml)

and 15 (hups:/www.chicagomanualofstyle. org/book/ed | 7/part3/chi 5/ toc.himl)

of The Chicago Manual of Style.

I4. In addition o research articles, BTTN Joumal also accepts Book Reviews in
accordance with the Aims and Scope of this journal. Book Reviews should not

exceed a 1200-word limit. The related BTTN Journal editorial team evaluates book

Teviews.

I 5. The editorial team of BTTN Journal may decline research articles/book reviews if

they do not comply with the guidelines of the journal,
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16. The tinal decision regarding articlesbook reviews will be notified through email

afler passing all the stages of the initial screening, blind-peer review processes, and

afer accommaodating reviewers’ comments/leedback are complele.

17. The BTTN Joumal announces a Call for Papers twice an academic year and

academic year, starting from June 2022,

publishes two issues and one volume an

Abstracting and Indexing Agencies
BTTN Journal is in the process of getting covered by various abstracting, indexing, and citation
services nationally and intemationally in accordance with the guidelines of the Higher Education

Commission {HEC) of Pakistan,
Ethical Guidelines

Ethical Guidelines for Editors

The Editor of a research journal plavs a vital role in establishing and maintaining the professional
standards. Publication of a paper in an HEC-recognized journal is expected 1o be a reflection of
the quality work of the author (s) and the afliliating institution (if any). The Editor is expected to
fulfill their responsibilities to the journal in all aspects and at various stages, i.e.. from receiving
an article to publishing it. Keeping this in view. it is the prime responsibility of an editor to apply

the following guidelines when publishing papers in his‘her rescarch journal,

1. The Editor's Responsibilities

The Editor of a research journal should be responsible for:

Establishing and maintaining the quality of the journal by publishing quality papers in

]
his‘her journal.
« Promotion of freedom of expression within the cultural, constitutional/legal framework.
« Providing integrity and credibility of the research contributions.
« Meeting the needs of authors and readers.
« Maintaining ethical standards of their journal.
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2. Good practices for their job would include:

Encourage new ideas and suggestions of authors, peer reviewers, members of the editonal
board. and readers for improving the quality of hisher journal.

Apply the process of blind peer review in actual letter and spirit.

Promote innovative findings in the respective field and publish them on priority.
Promote an anti-plagiarism policy.

Educate contributors (authors) about ethical practices in research, and

Implement the journal’s policy without institutional pressure and revise the policy from
time Lo time.

3. Formation of Editorial Board

The Editor must ensure that the Editorial Board comprises prominent scholars of the field
who can adequately promote the journal,
The Editorial Board should comprise and be responsible for the following:

An Editorial Committee, which will be responsible for providing logistics, and an Advisory
Committee. which will be responsible for reviewing the submitted rescarch anicles: this
commitiee should have at least 50% representation of scholars from abroad.

May appoint Editorial Board members for a prescribed duration and add or revise the
constitution of the Board il required.

The Editor should inform new board members about ethical guidelines and their expected
role and update the Editorial Board members about development, challenges and any
changes made in the journal policy. ]

The Editorial Board should maintain quality of the journal because an assigned category
by the HEC (e.g. W, X, Y, and Z catcgories) will depend on the quality of published pdp-l.n.
in it. It is the professional duty of the Board members to select credible research work.

To ensure smooth functioning of the journal, the Editors are responsible for conducting the
Ezditorial Board meetings on regular basis (al least twice a year).
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4. Fair play and lmpartiality

The eriteria for the selection of research papers must be impartial, and the Editor should
select academically and scientifically sound articles.

The Editor should:
Promptly respond to the author (s) of the papers submitted for publication, and

Assign a specific number to an article submitted for processing. and pay impartial
consideration to all research papers submitted for publication.

To ensure the evaluation of the content of rescarch papers 1s impartial.
Disregard the discriminating factors. e.g., gender, race, ethnicity, religious belief, cultural
sentiments. political affiliation, seniority, and/or institutional association of the author(s)

while selecting articles for publication.

To ensure impartiality of the review process by informing the reviewer (s) that sthe need
to disclose any conflicts of interest regarding the submitted research paper,

5. Confidentialicy

The Editor must ensure confidentiality of the author(s) and reviewers during the process of
double-blind peer review.

The Editor should not disclose information of a research paper to anyone except the
author(s). reviewer(s), and editorial board members.

Upon deciding on a research paper., only the Editor may disclose or announce the title of
the study and the name of the author(s) who have been accepted for publication. Any other
information may only be disclosed with the prior approval of the author(s)

Confidentiality of the participants of the research should also be ensured by protecting
personal information (e.g.. idemifiable personal details, images, and/or individual results)

The editor should provide clear guidelines w contributors (authors) reparding the
confidentiality of individual participants. -

Before publication, the content of the manuseript should be kept confidential: neither th
. . ) : ¢ :
Editor nor the reviewer(s) will share or use any part of the work. ¥

6. Editing and Formatting Guidelines
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« The Editor should prepare clear guidelines about preparing and formatting a paper and print
these guidelines in each issue of the journal,

» The guidelines should cover information related to “content” and *format’ of a rescarch
paper.

* Any preferred manual of style (e.g.. APA, Chicago Manual, MLA Style, etc.) should be
declared as a policy decision.

7. The Review Process

« Details about the review process should be declared,

:ditor should ¢nsure that all published papers have gone through a double-blind peer
review. and at least one of the reviewers i1s [rom outside the country.

The Editor should ensure that peer-review is masked in both directions and as such the
identity of the author is removed from the manuscript belore its review to protect the
confidenuiality and privacy.

« The Editor should provide sufficient guidehines to reviewers, including necessary
information about the review process and offer them a reviewer comment form for
recording his’her comments.

» The Editor must ensure that peer review process is prompt, nondiscriminatory and highly
professional.
« The Editor should develop a system of confidentiality of rescarch papers undergoing the

Feview Process.

« The Editor is required to send reviewers' comments to author(s) promptly and should
ensure that the corrections suggested by the reviewers are incorporated by the author(s) in
true letter and spirit.

« The Editor 1o critically evaluate peer review practices regularly and make improvements,
if, require.

e« The Editor should maintain a databasc of competent and qualified reviewers. For this
purpose. s’he may use various sources other than personal contacts to identify new
reviewers (e.g. referring by author (s), citations and references section in a book/journal),

. The Editor should refer troublesome cases (e.g. in case of one acceplance and one rejection
or any conflict arisen after review) to Advisory Commitiee in order 1o resolve the matter
amicably.




N Dwaling with Miscomdaet

Fhe Tivor shoubd encourape reviesers to conmment on ethical issues and possible rescarch
ad pubhcation mesconduct (e, mappropenne rescareh design, ancomplete detail on

patierpants consent, data mampulation, and presentation),

The Fdior should encourage reviewers o conument on the validity ol the submitied
resvareh paper ond wlentily “sobile amply copy-paste)” and/or “blatam (paraphrasing )’

Py e 11 |1|.||!l.||l5-|l'|, il |1n:.||.,'11|;|.'|.| h'_l. e :II.II]H!I'P-,'I.

The Bditor should conbiom plagiansm (carry oot an objective check through Turniting
andiar searclumg for sinmbir tles o the submitied research paper, and

Fhe Bditor should be prepared to publish a corrigendum, remove and retract a plagiarized
arncle bt comes o lis/her knowledge alter its publication.

9. Pransparcncy

Phe Tditor must ensure that multiple papers as a principal investigator submitted by an
author should not be published in the same issuc.

Oinly ONE co-authorship is allowed Tor those authors who also contribute i rescarch paper
as o prancipal investigator in the same jssue.,

For the members ol the Ediorial Board (ncluding the Bditor), i owill only be limited o

ONE paper per issue cither 1o submit rescarch paper as a principal investigator or co-
author, and

The Ednor should adopt authorship or co-authorship policy that will set an example in the
screntific community and strictly discourage any musconduet (e.g. forcible inclusion of a

waume an the author list), Authorship should unl} be given 10 those individuals who have
substannally contributed in the said anicle,

Conflict of Interest

Fhe Editor should not edit a submined paper Tor those author(s) and/or institution against

which s/he has any contlicts ol interest (e, resulting [rom competitive, collaborative
and’or professional standing),

The Editor should also apply this guideline on their
membiers.

reviewers and Ediornal Board
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To ensure unbiased review, the Editor should declare a clear cut policy For histher own
submission and a rescarch paper submitted by an Fditorial Board member, and

+  The Editor must publish a list of common interests (e.g. linanciol, academic and/or any
other type) for all Editorial Board members and editorial stafl. This list should be updated
from time 1o lime,

* To ensure unbiased review, the Editor should declare a clear cut policy for hisfher own
submission and a research paper submitted by an Editorial Board member.,

» In case of article (s) submitted by the Editor, the decision pertaining 10 the editor’s
submitted article/s, one of the Associate Editors must take responsibility Tor the evaluation
of the article and information pertaining to reviewers should be kept confidential,

11. Disclosure

» The Editor must not use any unpublished information/data from the submitted research
paper without the permission of the author(s), and

* Any information received afier the peer review process must be kept conlidential and not
used for personal gains.

12. Publication Decisions

= The Editor should only shortlist research papers which have relevance to the scope of the
journal clearly stated in the Journal, using his /her judgment, but without any personal bias.

» After completion of the reviewing process, the submission of revised manusceript, and
assessing the quality and validity, the Editor has a right 10 accepl or reject a rescarch paper.

» The Editor’s decisions to accept or reject a paper for publication should be based purely on
merit. academic standards and professional demands of the journal.

» The Editor must justify the reason (s) of rejecting a research paper to author(s). This may
include:

w Failure to fitin the scope of the journal (may be communicated afier preliminary
w Insufficient depth of content.

® Major errors related to design, analysis, write up and format.

B Any misconduct or conflicting factors (e.g. plagiarism, copyright
issues, lake data, authorship issues).

review).

infringement, legal
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e The Editor is required to timely communicate the editorial decision to the author(s).
s The Editors should not reverse decisions in favor or against author(s) on their own.
13. Establishing a Procedure for Appeal

The Editor is responsible for establishing a proper mechanism for appeals launched against:

» The rejection of a research paper.
» Objections 1o publications causing harm o any party.
e Infringement of Ethical boundarnies in any manner.

(HEC Policy, prepared by Prof. Dr. Rukhisana Kaasar, Director Institute of Applied and Clinical
Psycholoey, University of the Punjah, Lalore).

Ethical Guidelines for Reviewers

Review of the manuseript by reviewers is not only an essential component ol formal scholarly
engagement but also a fundamental step in the publication process, as it aids the Editor in editorial
decision-making. It also allows author(s) to improve their manuscript through editorial
communications. Scholars who accept the responsibility of reviewing a research paper have an
cthical obligation to complete this assignment professionally. The quality, credibility and
reputation of a journal also depend on the peer review process. The peer review process depends
on trust, and demands that a reviewer fulfill their ethical responsibilities. These professionals are
the momentum arm of the review process, bul they may perform this role without any formal
training. As a consequence. they may be (especially voung professionals) unaware of their ethical
obligations. The Higher Education Commission (HEC), Pakistan, wants to list down *Ethical
Guidelines for Reviewers™ so that all reviewers provide their valuable services in a standardized

manner.

1. Suitability and Promptness

The Reviewers should:
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Inform the Editor, if they do not have the subject expertise required 1o carry out the review

and s/he should inform the Editor immediately afler receiving a request,
e B¢ responsible to act promptly and submit review report on time.
« Immediately inform the Editor of any possible delays and suggest another date of

submission for a review report, and
« Not unnecessarily delay the review process, cither by prolonged delay in submission of

their review or by requesting unnecessary additional data/information from the Editor or

author(s).
2. Standards of Objectivity

« The reviews should be objectively carried out with a consideration of high academic,
scholarly and scientific standards.

e All judements should be meticulously established and maintained in order to ensure the
full comprehension of the reviewer’s comments by the editors and the author(s).

« Both reviewers and author(s) in rebuttal should aveid unsupported assertions,

» The reviewer may justifiably criticize a manuseript, but it would be inappropriate to resort
to personal criticism on the author(s), and

+ The reviewers should ensure that their decision is purely based on the guality of the
rescarch paper and not influenced. either positively or negatively, by any personal,

financial, or other conflicting considerations or by intellectual bias.

3. Disclosure and Conflict of Interest

« A reviewer should not, for the purpose of histher own research, use unpublished material
disclosed in a submitted manuscript, without the approval of the Editor.

e The data included in the research paper is confidential and the reviewer shall not be allowed
to use if for his'her personal study.

« A reviewer must declare any potentially conflicling interests (e.g. personal, financial,
intellectual, professional, political or religious). In such situation, s’he will be required to

follow the journal's policies.
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A reviewer should be honest enough to declare conflicts of interest, if, the rescarch paper
under review is the same as 1o his/her presently conducted study.
IT the reviewer feels unqualified to separale his/her bias, s/he should immediately return

the manuscript to the Editor without review, and justify to him/her about the situation.

4. Confidentiality

Reviewers should consider the research paper as a confidential document and must not
discuss its content on any platform exeept in cases where professional advice is being
sought with the authorization of the Editor.

Reviewers are professionally and ethically bound not to disclose the details of any research

paper prior to its publication without the prior approval of the Editor.

5. Ethieal Considerations

If the reviewer suspects that the research paper is almost the same as someone else’s work,
s'he will ethically inform the Editor and provide its citation as a reference.

If the reviewer suspects that results in the rescarch paper to be untrue/unrealistic/fake, s'he
will share it with the Editor.

If there has been an indication of violating ethical norms in the treatment of human beings
(e.g. children, female, poor people, disabled, elderly, etc.), then this should be identified o
the Editor, and

[I'the research paper is based on any previous research study or is replica of an earlier work,
or the work is plagiarized for ¢.g. the author has not acknowledged/referenced others’ work

appropniately, then this should be brought in the Editor's knowledge.

6. Originality

For evaluati ieinality : .
luating originality, the reviewers should consider the following elements:

| [Does the reses i .
s the research paper add to existing knowledge?




19

@ Are the research questions and/or hypotheses in line with the objective ol the research

work”

7. Structure

If the lavout and format of the paper is not according 1o the prescribed version, the reviewers
should discuss it with the Editor or should include this observation in their review report, On the
other hand, if the research paper is exceptionally well written, the reviewer may overlook the
formatting issues. At other times, the reviewers may suggest restructuring the paper before

publication. The following elements should be carctully evaluated:

m I there is sertous problem of language or expression and the reviewer gets the impression
that the rescarch paper does not Tulfill linguistic requirements and readers would face
difficulties reading and comprehending the paper. The reviewer should record this
deficiency in his’her report and suggest the editor 1o make its proper editing. Such a
situation may arise when the author(s)’ native language is not English,

m Whether the data presented in the paper is original or reproduced from previously
conducted or published work. The papers which refleet originality should be given
preference for publication.

@ The clarity of illustrations including photographs, models, charts, images and figures is
essential to note. If there is duplication, then it should be reported in the review report.
Similarly. descriptions provided in the “Results” section should correspond with the data
presenied in tables/figures, if not then it should be clearly listed in the review report.

w Critically review the statistical analysis of the data. Also check the rational and
appropriateness ol the specific analysis.

w The reviewers should read the “Methodology™ section in detail and make sure that the
author(s) has demonsirated the understanding of the procedures being used and presented
in the manuscript.

@ The relationship between “Data. Findings and Discussion™ requires a thorough
evaluation thoroughly. Unnecessary conjecture or unfounded conclusions that are not

based on the presented data are not accepiable,
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a Further questions to be addressed are whether: the organization of the research paper 1s
appropriate or deviates from the standand or prescribed format?

& Does the authoris) follow the guidelines prescribed by the journal for preparation and
submission of the manuscopt?

& Is the research paper free from typographical errors?

8. Review Report

The reviewer must explicitly write his‘her observations in the scction of “comments’

because author(s) will only have access to the comments reviewers have made,

» For writing a review report, the reviewers are requested 10 complete a preseribed form (s).

 ltis helpful for both the Editor and author(s) il the reviewer writes a briel summary in the
first section of the review report. This summary should comprise the reviewer's final
decision and inferences drawn from a full review.

« Any personal comments on author(s) should be avoided and final remarks should be written
in a courtecus and positive manner.

+ Indicaung any deficiencies is important. For the understanding of the Editor and author(s),
the reviewers should highlight these deficiencies in some detail with specificity. This
should help justify the comments made by the reviewer,

»  When a reviewer makes a decision regarding the rescarch paper. it should be clearly
indicated as "Reject’, *Accept without revision®, or *Need Revision™ and either of the
decisions should have justification.

» The reviewers should indicate the revisions clearly and comprchensively, and show
willingness to confirm the revisions submitted by the author(s), if Editor wishes so, and

« The final decision about publishing a research paper (either accept or rejeet) will solely

rest with the Editor and it is not a reviewer's job 1o take part in this decision. The editor

will surely consider reviewer's comments and have a right to send the paper for another

opinion or send it back to the author(s) for revision before making the final decision

(HEC Policy, prepared by Prof. Dr. Rukfisana Kausar, Director Institute of Applicd and Clinice /

Prychology, Universiey af the Punjub, Lahore),
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Reviewers' Conflict of Interest

Reviewers should decline the invitation to review if they have a competing interest/conflict of
interest with the submission. Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. Employvment
= Holding a position in the same institution as the authors.
o Seeking employment at the same institution as the authors.

2. Financial
o Have ownership in an equity or enterprise that would benefit from the publication.
o Would dircctly/indirectly receive income as a result of publication,
3. Personal
> Author is a family member, professional/business partner, or former Ph.D.
student.

o Author is collaborator in past 48 months,
o Author is co-editor in past 24 months.

Reviewers should repont a competing interest/conflict of interest if a reasonable person with all
relevant facts would question their impartiality.

Ethical Guidelines for Authors

The following ethical guidelines are obligatory for all author(s) violation of which may result in
application of penaltics by the editor, including but not limited to the suspension or revocation of

publishing privileges,
1. Reporting Standards

= Itisthe author(s)” responsibility to ensure that the research report and data contain adequate

detail and references to the sources of information in order to allow others to reproduce the

results,
+ Fraudulent or knowingly inaccurate statements constitute unethical behavior and are

unacceptable.

2. Originality and Plapiarism
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[t is the author(s)’ responsibility to ascertain that <'he has submitled an entirely original
work, giving due credit, by virtue of proper citations, to the works and/or words of others
where they have been used.

Plagiarism in all its forms constitutes unethical publishing behavior and is not acceptable.
Material quoted verbatim from the author(s)’ previously published work or other sources
must be placed in quotation marks.

As per HEC's policy. in case the manuscript has a similarity index of more than 19%. it
will cither be rejected or left at the discretion of the Editorial Board for the purposes of a

conditional acceptance.

3. Declaration

« Authors may submit a manuscript previously published in abstracted form, for e.g. in the

proceedings of an annual meeting. or in a periodical with limited circulanon and
availability such as reports by the Government agencies or a Umiversity.

A manuserip! that is co-authored must be accompanied by an undertaking explicitly stating
that each author has contributed substantially towards the preparation of the manusenpt in
order 10 claim right to authorship.

[t is the responsibility of the corresponding author that s/he has ensured that all those who
have substantially contributed in the manuseripts have been included in the author list and

they have agreed to the order of authorsiip.

4. Multiple, Redundant and Current Publication

Authors should not submit manuscripts describing essentially the same research 1o more
than one journal or publication except il is a re-submission of a rejected or withdrawn
manuscript.

Authors may re-publish previously conducted research that has been substantially altered
or corrected using more meticulous analysis or by adding more data.

The authors and editor must agree to the secondary publication, which must cite the

primary references and reflect the same data and interpretation of the primary document.
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. Concurrent submission of the same manuscript to more than one journal is unethical

publishing behavior and is unacceplable.
A, Acknowledgment of Sources

« A paper must always contain proper acknowledgment of the work of others, including clear
indications of the sources of all information quoted or offered. except what is common
knowledge.

e The author(s) must also acknowledge the contributions of people, organizations and
institutes who assisted the process ol research, including those who provided technical
help, writing assistance or financial funding (in the acknowledgement).

« It is duty of the author(s) 1o conduct a literature review and properly cite the original

publications that describe closely related work.
6. Authorship Credit

« Authorship of the work may only be credited 1o those who have made a noteworthy
contribution in conceptualization, design, conducting, data analysis and writing up of the
MANUscript.

 ltisthe responsibility of the corresponding author 1o include the name(s) of only those co-
authors who have made significant contributions 1o the work.

» The corresponding author should ensure that all co- authors have seen and approved the
linal version of the paper and have agreed to its submission for publication. Others who
have participated in certain substantive aspect of the research should be acknowledged for

their contribution in an “Acknowledgement™ section.

7. Privacy of Participants

» Authors must respect the privacy of the participant of research and must not use any
information obtained from them without their informed consent.

» Authors should ensure that only information that improves understanding of the study is

shared.
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«  Authors must ensure that in instances where the identity of the participant needs to be
revealed in the study, explicit and informed consent of the concerned party is obtained.
« In the case of the demise of a participant, consent must be obtained from the family of the

deceased.
8. Data Access and Retention

« Ifany question arises about the accuracy or validity of the rescarch work during the review

process, the author(s) should provide raw data to the Editor.
9. Images

« The author(s) should ensure that images included in an account of research performed or
in the data collection as part of the research are free from manipulation,

« The author(s) must provide an accurate description of how the images were generated and
produced.

10. Disclosure and Conflicts of Interest

« The potential and relevant competing linancial, personal. social or other interest ol all
author(s) that might be alfected by publication of the results contained in the manuscript
must be conveved o the editor.

« The author(s) should disclose any potential conflict of interest at the earliest possible stage.
including but  not  limited to employment, consultancies, honoraria,  patent
applications/registrations, grants or other funding.

» All sources of financial support lor the project should be disclosed alongside a brief

overview of the role played. if any by the responses during various stages of the research.

11. Copyright

Authors may have to sign an agreement allowing the journal to reserve the right o circulate

the article and all other derivative works such as translations.

12. Manuscript Acceptance and Rejection
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e The review period can last between 1-2 months or longer and during this period the

author(s) reserve the right to contact the Fditor to ask about status of the review.
«  Once the review process has been completed, the author will be informed about the status

ol the manuscript which could either be an acceptance, rejection or revisions, In the case
of rejection, the author(s) reserves the right to publish the article clsewhere.
«  Incase of revisions, the author(s) must provide an exposition of all corrections made in the

manuseript and the revised manuscript should. then, go through the process of affirmation

of revisions and be aceepled or rejected accordingly.
e In case of dissatisfaction over the decision of rejection, the author can appeal the decision

by contacting the Editor.

(HEC Policy, prepared by Prof, De. Ruklisana Kausar, Director Institite of Applied and Clinical

Psycholooy, University of the Punjub, Lalore).

Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism is a very serious academic offence, and it is strictly prohibited at BTTN.
1. BTTN Journal has a zero-tolerance policy toward plagiarism.
2. BTTN Journal does not allow Similarity Index to exceed beyond 10% overall and 2% from a
single source.
All Authors must submit the Originality Declaration Form which can be accessed here: Author

«
2.
Qriginality Declaration Form

4. A strict compliance to the standard HEC Plagiarism Policy is observed by the BTTN Editorial

Team without bias.
5. A detailed HEC Plagiarism Policy and Guidelines on How to avoid Plagiarism (as provided by
Leeds Metropolitan University) can be accessed here:

HEC Plagiarism Policy

Guidelines on how to avoid Plagiarism

6. Following are some of the important points (extracted from the HEC Plagiarism Policy) that
should be borne in mind while turning in the research article for publication in the BTTN
Journal:

« Avoid "taking and using the thoughts, writings, and inventions of another person as one’s
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own.”
« Always give proper credit to the person whose work is being consulted or quoted.

« Do not use published/unpublished work without referencing.
« Must never collaborate with any other person when the work is supposed 1o be individual.

« Avoid the use of unacknowledged material published on the web.

« Do not copy someone else’s results.

« Do not use one’s own published work (self-plagiarism).

BTTN Journal Editorial Board reserves the right 1o reject any paper that does not abide by the
standard HEC plagiarism policy and guidelines elaborated here.

Under no circumstances will BTTN Journal publish a paper with similarity index above 10%

overall and 2% from a single source.

Privacy Statement

The names and email addresses entered in this journal sitc will be used exclusively for the stated

purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party.
Article Processing and Submission Charges

Publication Fee
It is imperative to note that there are no Article Processing and Publication Charges for BTTN

Journal. However:

I. Modest amount as honorarium is paid to the Reviewers (National and International)

2. Author(s) are also paid a modest honorarium for their contributions to BTTN Journal.

BTTN Journal does not charge any fee for the submission, processing and publication of rescarch

articles.

Article submission is totally free followed by a receipt of acknowledgment for the author, The
P Z
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submission undergoes a pre-editorial review process, which is also free of cost and is instrumental
in scrutinizing the submitted article as per the BTTN Joumnal publishing policy. The article is
assessed in terms of its Scope, Similarity Index Report (Tumnitin 10% or below), and Abstract, Key
words. Content's strength, Citation format ete. This is followed by free of cost Review and
Evaluation process. It includes blind peer- reviewing (1 national and 1 international reviewer)
followed by final evaluation. For submission process, please see details in the Submission

Guidelines

While BTTN widely circulates and promotes the BTTN Journal, there are no publication charges.
The publication process is quite demanding, which includes printing, circulation, marketing,
promotion on various media, as well as indexing and abstracting, ete. Waiver does nol apply since

no fee is charged for the submission and processing of the rescarch article.
Source of Funding

Currently, BTTN Joumal is self-funded. However, once the HEC recognizes this journal through
its review and monitoring processes, it will begin receiving funding from the HEC in accordance

with the HEC funding guidelines.
Call for Papers

Call for PPapers

BTTN Journal is a peer-reviewed bi-annual research journal that is published by the research
faculty of Balochistan Think Tank Network (BTTN). It follows the required publication rules and
regulations pertaining to Higher Education Commission (1 IEC) Pakistan policies for research in
the arcas of social sciences, arts and humanities and related fields of sciences. BTTN Journal
Editorial Board invites researchers to contribute the outputs of their research studies in terms of
policy papers, original research studies, book reviews and related academic research and

development endeavors that focus on the following themes and scope of BTTN Journal.
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apers must have novelty, elarity ol argument, methodology, theory based questions, and rigorous

policy recommendations that are workable and applicable to the given working environment

pertaining to the scope of the BTTN journal.

The Editonal Board of BTTN Journal currently invites papers on the following related themes of
Social Sciences.

Soctocconomic Development of Balochistan
Pakistan Studies

South Asian Studics

International Relations

Political Science

Defense and Strategic Studies

Nuclear and Arms Control Studies
Sociology and Anthropology

. Political Economy

Tk [

-

L # N

The submission guidelines for authors can be accessed at:
hitps://biin.org. pk/ojs/index.php/BTTN Joumal/information/authors

For more query, please contact the editorial board at:

zatarkhan@ bitn.org. pk
siraj.bashir@ bttn.org pk
aadersh.malghania bitn.org.pk

1.
2.
3

Open Access/ Open Archiving Policy

This is an open-access journal, which means that all content is freely available without charge 10
the user or his/her institution. Users are allowed to read, download. copy. distribute, print, scarch,
or link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without asking

prior permission from the publisher or the author. This is in accordance with the Budapest Open

Access Imuative (BOAI) definition of open access.

The journal was made Open Access in the Fall of 2021. Open Access applies to future and all past

issues of the journal.

Authors retain copyright and full publication rights.
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Publication Policy
Authors are required 1o submit their manuscripts: research papers / book reviews in MS Word

format. along with their brief bios and complete contact details. Articles submitted for publication

are subject to the double blind peer-reviews (national and international). The publication of the

manuscript is strictly based on the acceptance or rejection of the peer-reviewed reports. A modest

wiuny is paid to the contributors of BTTN Journal that includes both reviewers and authors.

honor
may conltribute

There are no article processing charges. Author(s) published their rescarch articles

again only aller two consecutive BTTN Joumal issues. BTTN Jowrnal follows an HEC declared

policy for plagiarism. for which the BTTN observes strict zero-tolerance procedure.

Publication Policy Document

BTTN Journal bears an authentic publication policy document that it may revise in accordance

with the changed rules and regulations pertaining to this research journal, For more detail, click

on the Policy Document: BTTN Journal Publication Policy Document.

Copyright and License

Copyright on any open access article in BTTN Journal published by Balochistan Think

.
Tank Network (BTTN}) is retained by the author(s).

« Authors grant BTTN a license to publish the article and identify itsell” as the original
publisher,

« Authors also grant any third party the right to use the article frecly as long as its integrity
is maintained and its original authors, citation details and publisher are identified.

e The Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0 formalizes these and other terms and

conditions of publishing articles.

Exceptions to Copyright Policy

There may be exceptions concerning copyright and licensing for articles which were previously
published under policies that are different from the above. For instance, occasionally BTTN

Journal may co-publish articles jointly with other publishers, and different licensing conditions
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mav then apply. In all such cases. however, access 1o these articles is free from fees or any other

ACCESS MOSIriCTions.
License Agreement

In submitting an article to BTTN Joumal published by Balochistan Think Tank Network, | cerntily

that:

1. 1am authorized by my co-authors to enter into these arringements.
2. 1warrant. on behall of myself and my co-authors, that:

-~ The article is original, has not been formally published in any other peer-reviewed
joumal. is not under consideration by any other journal and docs not infringe any
existing copyright or any other third party nghts;

o I am/we arc the sole author(s) of the anticle and have full autharity o enter into this
agreement and in granting rights to its publisher BTTN are not in breach of any
other obligation:

o The anticle contains nothing that is unlawful, libelous, or which would, il pubhished.
constitute a breach of contract or of confidence or of commitment given (o seerecy,

o T/we have taken due care to ensure the integrity of the article. To my/our knowledge

all statements contained in it purporting to be [acts are true.
3. L and all co-authors, agree that the article, if editorially accepted for publication. shall be

licensed under the Creative Commnions Attribution License 4.0,

Additional notes regardiog BTTN's license agreement

The Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY), of which CC BY 4.0 is the most recent
version. was developed 1o facilitate open access. The content under open access has to be frecly
available online. and through licensing their work under CC BY authors grant users the nght to

unrestricted dissemination and re-usc of the work, with only the one proviso that proper attribution

is given to authors.

The Creative Commons Atribution License 4.0 provides the following summary (where “you’

equals “the user’):
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