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About BTTN

Balochistan Think Tank Network (BTTN) was established at Quetta, on March 1, 2021.
It is an autonomous, non-profit, non-partisan, and multidisciplinary Research Center
with a focus not limited to Balochistan only, but includes the regional and global
dynamics which can influence Pakistan. Broadly, BTTN endeavors to undertake in-
depth research of provincial issues with a view to developing the socio, political, and
economic status of the province. Its interests also include issues of Energy, Regional
Stability, Strategic Stability, Peace and Security, Arms Control and Disarmament, Non-
Proliferation, Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Technology, Conflict Resolution, Regional
Connectivity, and Socioeconomic development at the national level. Geopolitically,

besides South Asia, BTTN'’s research areas also include regions of Europe and Africa.

BTTN OP-EDs

Balochistan Think Tank Network (BTTN) Faculty of Research has been writing op-eds
on a regular basis on different contemporary issues that are published on various
international and national platforms. The opinions expressed in this edition are the
authors’ individual views and do not reflect the official policy of BTTN or any

governmental organization. This electronic review is compiled on a monthly basis.
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Electronic voting: Is it viable?
Muhammad Usama March 12, 2024

This year on February 8, general elections were held in Pakistan. According to the Free
and Fair Election Network (FAFEN) the voter turnout was 47.6 percent as 60.6 million
people participated in this democratic exercise. The total number of registered voters in
Pakistan is 128 million, but less than half of the registered voters participated in this
democratic process. Despite various media campaigns and security assurances, people
were hesitant to come out of their houses and cast their vote. There are many factors that
contribute to the low voter turnout on the election day, but one of the issues that is a

hindrance in turnout is the old-fashioned way of voting.

In 2021, during the government of former Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan, the
concept of electronic voting was proposed in which not only the residents of Pakistan can
cast their vote, but the expatriate Pakistanis who are around 9.95 million across the world,
would be able to utilize their constitutional right of enfranchisement. However, due to the
political divisions it was not accepted by the opposition parties as they raised questions

which created doubts in the implementation of a system of E-Voting.

In this general election however, it was observed how an outdated mechanism of voting
contributed in creating uncertainty among the voters. For example, at one of the polling
stations, there were many people who came without having any prior knowledge of
whether their names were in the lists of that polling station or not. The organizing body of
elections in Pakistan Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) did introduce the SMS
facility to check which polling station a voter is allotted to cast vote in, but that was also
not free of cost instead it charged Rs 2.5 per SMS and the process is also very
cumbersome, like a CNIC holder has to type his or her CNIC number the way it is printed
in the CNIC and then send it to 8300, an SMS service initiated by NADRA which informs
voters about their polling stations. Unfortunately, Pakistan’s 40 percent population is not
literate and around 59 percent resides in the rural areas where there are not enough

facilities, let alone having active mobile networks.

However, there are cases around the world which show that the phenomenon of E-Voting

is not something new or not tried before. Instead this has already been used and



https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/07-Feb-2024/pakistan-elections-2024-check-key-stats-and-numbers-here
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2021/09/06/electronic-voting-machines-why-and-why-not/
https://honestbeam.com/literacy-rate-in-pakistan/
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/PAK/pakistan/rural-population

implemented in various countries in conducting free, fair and transparent elections. In
Brazil, for instance, the electronic voting system was introduced for the first time in
1996 in one of the state local elections. Since then, it has been proven to be a transparent
mechanism which generates quick results. Therefore in the 2010 presidential
elections electronic voting was introduced at the national level and this helped in
generating results within 75 minutes after the end of the voting process. Similarly, in
Canada, France, Germany, Finland, and Estonia online internet-based voting has also

been incorporated alongside the physical voting facility.

Elections determine the fate of the nation for the course of the next many years; therefore,
it is quite important to formulate a system that can assist in ensuring transparency in this
democratic process. But, if such a non-serious political approach continues towards
matters of such national importance, then it will be very hard for us to reach a meaningful
end in solving pertinent issues, let alone the election process, that are hampering the

prosperity of the state.

Our eastern neighbor India has introduced the E-voting mechanism known as Voter

Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) Machines all over India after many pilot projects

since 2019. The most important aspect of the E-voting mechanism is that it prevents post-
ballot rigging and secondly it helps in generating election results within a few hours after

the process of voting ends.

However, Pakistan is so politically divided that it could not reach a consensus over the
establishment of an electronic voting system. At the National Assembly of Pakistan in
August and September, 2021, Senator Shibli Faraz was chairing a session of

the_Standing Committee meetings of Information and Technology (IT) where, Electronic

Voting Machines (EVMs) were discussed quite comprehensively as he called two IT
engineers, one each from ECP and NADRA, to brief the committee members. Each and
every technical aspect of EVM was explained in detail, but unfortunately due to political

tussle the meeting ended without any decision or consensus.

Ad powered by advergic.com



https://www.aceproject.org/ace-en/focus/e-voting/countries
https://www.aceproject.org/ace-en/focus/e-voting/countries
https://web.archive.org/web/20120721080133/http:/www.tse.gov.br/internet/ingles/voto_eletronico/voto_eletronico.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20120721080133/http:/www.tse.gov.br/internet/ingles/voto_eletronico/voto_eletronico.htm
https://www.scobserver.in/cases/n-chandrababu-naidu-union-of-india-vvpat-case-background/
https://www.scobserver.in/cases/n-chandrababu-naidu-union-of-india-vvpat-case-background/
https://na.gov.pk/en/pressrelease_detail.php?id=4484

Statistically, Pakistan has a population of 243 million people according to the latest
figures issued by the United Nations and out of which 60 percent is between the age
bracket of 15 to 64 and 30 percent is below 15 years, so dominantly Pakistan has a youth
bulge. The Pakistani youth is actively using or interested in technology. This trend
indicates that they must be aware of the usage of the internet, but let alone the usage,
the irony is that only 28 percent of the population has access to the internet in Pakistan
according to the latest data. In such a scenario how such an efficient EVM system can

work, that is questionable.

Elections determine the fate of the nation for the course of the next many years; therefore,
it is quite important to formulate a system that can assist in ensuring transparency in this
democratic process. But, if such a non-serious political approach continues towards
matters of such national importance, then it will be very hard for us to reach a meaningful
end in solving pertinent issues, let alone the election process, that are hampering the
prosperity of the state. Comprehensive electoral reforms are needed to make the election
process more convenient and accommodative to the general masses and for that a

political consensus is necessary which is the need of the time.

Electronic voting: Is it viable? — Pakistan Today
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Regulating the automation of emerging technologies
Dr. Zafar Khan March 13, 2024

Autonomous weapons without human-in-the-loop are coming. It is argued that emerging
technologies are ‘enablers’ and ‘force multipliers’ to the state’s conventional and nuclear
forces. To date, most of the technologies, both offensive and defensive, are controlled by
human beings for simple reasons of avoiding accidents and inadvertent escalation
between rivals. The Ukrainian drone company, Sakar, is reported to have claimed the
fielding of a fully autonomous weapon. Such automation is programmed in a way that
may decide to kil on the battlefield autonomously without human involvement.
Autonomous weapons capable of finding and selecting targets may potentially raise the
moral, legal and ethical questions about its regulations, especially when the autonomous
weapons do not recognise between the combatants and the non-combatants in different
war fighting scenarios risking accidents and escalation the military rivals may not desire

in the first place.

In contemporary times, both the major and smaller powers aspire the acquisition of latest
technology to stay relevant and dominant internationally. States value technologies that
benefit military advantages vis-a-vis their potential adversaries. States also develop
capabilities to develop effective countermeasures for every technology. This creates an
unending arms race in the field of emerging technologies and those who lag behind in
acquiring nascent technologies may suffer. This is because ‘technological opportunism’
entails that states should make use of latest technologies for both offensive and defensive

purposes.

As automated technologies integrate with military and nuclear deterrent forces, worry
among competing states also increases on how and when to regulate the automation of
emerging technologies. Keeping the cost and benefit analysis in consideration, states
may not be quick enough as expected in striking a legally binding treaty by prohibiting the
use of autonomous weapons. It took many years for nuclear weapons states to craft the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Today, the NPT is considered one of the largest treaties
comprising 191 countries despite the weakness and loopholes, more especially its

discriminatory structure between the haves and the have-nots. It took many years for




states to conceptualize, draft and bring the Chemical/Biological Weapons Convention into
force. Meanwhile, states keep the option for the possible withdrawal and abrogation of
treaties on an extra-ordinary occasion. For example, North Korea withdrew from the NPT
to test its nuclear capability while both the US and Russia withdrew from a number of

bilateral treaties to acquire and deploy their deterrent forces prohibited by those treaties.

The regulation of autonomous weapons must begin with the major powers. As the US
and the UK declared a policy in 2022 that they would always consider human-in-the-loop
for the decision to use nuclear weapons, other powers will follow suit. It is recommended
that major powers also need to consider the human involvement in regulating the

automation of emerging technologies.

They need not only look at the best practices by regulating the access and application of
autonomous weapons, but also regulate such technologies so that the non-combatants
are not killed during a military crisis. The rule and regulations for fielding autonomous
weapons must be devised in controlled way so that accidents and miscalculation between
rivals is prevented. It is reported the automation of technologies fielded in the sea, on the
ground and in the air program through Al could kill entities, even though this may be
undesirable.

In summary, regulating the automation of emerging technologies through legally and
politically binding treaties is needed. Any regulation for autonomous weapons after the
major powers have already acquired them could be less productive. This in turn will result

in an arms race, crisis instability, and the risk of conflict between the rivals.

Requlating the automation of emerging technologies — The Express Tribune
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Challenges to Nuclear Arms Control
Sher Ali Kakar March 19, 2024

For many years, the pillars of international arms control have been crumbling due to a
lack of cooperation and consensus on crucial issues among major powers. Agreements
signed between the United States and Russia during the Cold War aimed at reducing
nuclear risks, preventing the costly arms race, and exercising strategic restraint are losing
their effectiveness and durability. As the trust gap between Washington and Moscow
widens, major treaties signed between them have become threadbare or entirely defunct.
Notably, the US unilaterally withdrew from the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty in 2002,
raising concerns for Russia. In 2021, Russia withdrew from the Treaty on Open Skies.
The extension of the New START Treaty in early 2021 was the only hope of limiting
military activities and strengthening the arms control regime. However, the agreement
expires in 2026, with no further extension in sight given the increased tensions between
the US and Russia after the Russia-Ukraine war. This, in turn, intensifies

misunderstandings and leads to an escalated arms race between the military rivals.

CPEC — A business-friendly regime for sustainable growth

Another blow to arms control would be the resumption of nuclear tests, as it weakens a
major arms control agreement—the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Signed in
1996, the CTBT was a major step to prohibit “any nuclear weapon test explosion or any
other nuclear explosion.” However, as geopolitical competition rises between major
powers, they may resort to nuclear testing and reconsider their commitments to refrain
from it. Nuclear testing raises the significance of nuclear capability and serves as a way
of power projection and nuclear supremacy. While more than 175 countries have currently
signed and ratified it, the CTBT has yet to enter into force. More importantly, countries
considered more likely to be capable of testing have not ratified it. A resumption of nuclear
testing would diminish the possibility of the treaty’s entry into force. It also diminishes the
hope that the CTBT’s commitment of all members not to carry out any nuclear weapons
test explosions or other nuclear explosions will ever come into effect. A test by one state
would likely be responded to by the other, thus increasing the risk of nuclear escalation.

In particular, the end of the moratorium on nuclear testing or non-compliance with the



https://www.nation.com.pk/01-Apr-2024/cpec-a-business-friendly-regime-for-sustainable-growth

objective and purpose of the treaty would increase the potential of nuclear proliferation

and encourage other states to consider nuclear capability.

OGRA notifies reduction in LPG prices

Since its withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), North Korea has
carried out six underground nuclear tests, from 2006 to 2017, and is reportedly preparing
to conduct another nuclear test in the near future. In addition, on October 18, 2023, Russia
withdrew from the CTBT, a major move that has escalated its nuclear risk posture amid
increased tensions with the US in the aftermath of its war with Ukraine. Very recently,
Russia accused the US of nuclear testing site activity, which the US rejects. Likewise,
there are indications about potential Indian nuclear tests, which if conducted would further
complicate the South Asian regional security environment, instigating an arms race and

increasing the risks of conflict.

Even though Pakistan is not a signatory to the CTBT, it continues to support the objectives
and purpose of the treaty and observes a unilateral/voluntary moratorium on nuclear
testing. Pakistan’s continued support for the CTBT is a testament to its commitment to
the treaty’s objective. Pakistan was not the first country to test and is committed to re-
fraining from resuming nuclear weapons testing. However, despite Pakistan’s continued
efforts, India has been reluctant to cooperate with Pakistan on the proposed strategic
restraint regime (SSR) due to its quest for nuclear primacy and becoming a superpower

country.

Robbers deprive fruit vendor of Rs60,000 cash, cell phones

The resumption of nuclear testing is a worrying signal to global peace and security as it
would undermine the already fragile global nuclear governance and lead to an intensified
arms race, thus creating risks of nuclear escalation. Especially in sensitive regions, such
as South Asia, maintaining a balanced security environment is key to peace and stability.

There is a dire need for ensuring compliance with arms control arrangements.

Challenges to Nuclear Arms Control — The Nation
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Two-Years of Brahmos Misfiring — A Critical Analysis
Dr. Zafar Khan March 20, 2024

Two years ago, on March 9, 2022, India misfired a Brahmos supersonic cruise missile
that maneuvered and crashed near a town in Pakistan, Mian Chanu. Brahmos is India’s
advanced weapon system with strategic implications. The misfiring of this missile did not
only violate the airspace but also the territorial integrity of Pakistan. Despite the existence
of a Direct Line of Communication/Hotline mechanism between India and Pakistan, India
did not bother to inform immediately on the Brahmos misfiring incident to clarify if the
misfiring was accidental or incidental. It is yet to be known to the world community as

India closes the file unilaterally.

It is important to note that the Brahmos supersonic cruise missile is the world’s fastest
cruise missile. It is believed that Brahmos is both a conventional and nuclear-capable

cruise missile.

India has already acquired Brahmos missile capability in collaboration with Russia and
since 2001, it has been carrying out several tests. We now know that the supersonic
Brahmos have developed several variants that can be launched from the land, air, and

sea with varying ranges and payloads.

As technology advances, India is currently planning to develop Brahmos II, perceived to
be a hypersonic missile with an increased range of 1500km without any technical
restriction, since both Russia and India are part of the Missile Technology Control Regime
(MTRC), established in 1987 by the G-7 countries aiming at curbing the payloads and
ranges to others not party to the MTCR.

While calling this an “accident”, India unilaterally probed the incident and declared on
August 23, 2022, that “it sacked three air force officers for deviating from standard
operating procedures that had led to the accidental firing of a missile into Pakistan on
March 9.” Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) initially asked India for a joint probe

on this reckless incident, but it produced no result. MOFA categorically termed India’s so-




called unilateral probe on this serious incident as “unsatisfactory, deficient, and

inadequate”.

MOFA went further by emphasizing that, “India has not only failed to respond to Pakistan’s
demand for a joint inquiry but has also evaded the questions raised by Pakistan regarding
the command-and-control system in place in India, the safety and security protocols and

the reason for India’s delayed admission of the Missile launch.”

By critically analyzing India’s misfiring of an advanced missile system particularly when it
has already tested this missile so many times from the land, sea, and air, a serious
security analyst would raise many questions: why the missile only maneuver to crash in
Pakistan? Does India have rogue elements working in its defense system threatening
international security? Are there unknown flaws in the existing India’s command and
control and safety and security mechanisms for its strategic and non-strategic forces?
Will this episode occur in the future as well? The international community needs to pay

attention to the seriousness of this issue.

Being a responsible nuclear weapon state, Pakistan’s security leadership had shown
maximum restraint while closely monitoring the crash incident. One wonders about the
level of restraint and scenario if Brahmos was loaded with conventional and nuclear
warheads. It is argued that demonstrating restraint is part of strategy, but not a sign of

weakness. One may ask if restraint must have its restraint.

The temptation for crossing too many thresholds may increase the chances of escalation

to a dangerous level in South Asia especially when the rivals are nuclear weapon states.

India appears to be testing Pakistan’s strategic patience through its temptation for
preemptive strikes, escalation dominance, and power projection in the South Asian
region. India was tempted in the Balakot incident in 2019. This happened on 9 March two

years ago by misfiring the Brahmos missile. It might get tempted in the future as well.

Conceptually, India may develop such temptation for preemptive strikes and escalation
dominance out of its hubris through its increasing economic progress and strategic
partnership with the leading powers more importantly with the US for containing China

since China is perceived to be a security threat to the US in the broader Asia-Pacific
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region. India exploits the essence of geopolitical, geoeconomic, and geo-strategic

imperatives out of the leading powers vis-a-vis China to the best of its advantage.

India’s temptation for dangerous confidence to preempt Pakistan may also come from
India’s acquisition of emerging technologies such as speed, remote sensing, stealth, and
lethality in addition to its development of nuclear-powered submarines, tactical nuclear
weapons, ballistic missile defense systems, sophisticated air defense system in the form
of S-400, Multiple-Independently-Targetable Reentry Vehicles (MIRVS), Inter-Continental
Ballistic Missile (ICBM), aircraft carriers, supersonic missiles, acquisition of technologies
for hypersonic missiles, anti-satellite weapons, plans for testing the H-bomb and even
acquiring the strategic bombers.

All these acquisitions create strategic imbalances, crisis instability, arms race, and
security dilemmas to undermine the broader strategic stability in South Asia. The
acquisition of such forces, including emerging technologies, tends to make India more
offensive, undermining nuclear deterrence in South Asia. With this flawed and dangerous

confidence, South Asia is becoming riskier than ever before.

Two arguments exist for India’s misfiring of the Brahmos missile two years ago. One, if
the misfiring of the missile was intentional to figure out Pakistan’s resolve, then India
attempts to find loopholes in Pakistan’s deterrent force capability. Such loopholes could
further be exploited for preemptive strikes. Two, if the firing of Brahmos was accidental
as India proclaims this to be, then there is a serious question mark on India’s command
and control and safety and security mechanism about its strategic and non-strategic

forces that can be preemptively launched with no warning.

On the first argument, India may not simply undermine Pakistan’s deterrent forces which
may broadly be concealed, dispersed, hardened, and sheltered. Countries that develop
nuclear forces must also know how to protect them from potential adversary preemptive
strikes. It will be a risk in competition, a flawed strategy, and a dangerous confidence if
one nuclear weapon state strategizes to preempt another nuclear rival despite the
existence of Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD). Because of the logic of MAD, both the
Soviet Union and the US did not go for preemptive strikes against each other despite

possessing the first strike capabilities.
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Besides, Pakistan practices a full-spectrum deterrence under the ambit of credible
minimum deterrence. Full spectrum deterrence needs not to be connoted with increasing
numbers of nuclear forces as many perceive in the West, but rather this has much to do
with the “spectrum” -that is, to be consistent in plugging the loopholes in deterrence

capabilities so that the adversary may not exploit for preemptive strikes.

On the second argument regarding the so-called accidental launch of the Brahmos
missile, the international community needs to pay serious attention to the safety and
security mechanism of India’s strategic forces. This becomes a threat to international
peace and security if one seriously assesses India’s command and control including the
safety and security mechanism of its deterrent forces. India needs to follow up on the

nuclear confidence-building measures already in place in South Asia.

There is a need for strategic dialogue in South Asia on these imperatives. Suppose India
issues advance notices for its missile tests. In that case, it will help reduce the chances
of miscalculation, accidents, and the risk of escalation in South Asia even if the missile is
accidentally fired. Misfiring a missile of strategic significance without immediately notifying
Pakistan creates mistrust, miscalculation, and accidental war between the South Asian

rivals.

Two-Years of Brahmos Misfiring — A Critical Analysis - Stratheia
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The Danger Inside: World’s Deafening Silence
Pairman Bazai March 22, 2024

Uranium is a natural radioactive element that plays a twofold role. With its natural
abundance greater than that of gold, silver, or mercury in the Earth’s crust, uranium has
developed over the last six decades into a vital global energy resource that is used for

military purposes as well as contributes to peaceful applications highlighting its dual
significance in strategic and peaceful contexts.

According to the data of the World Nuclear Association, the world’s largest reserves of

Uranium will be found in Kazakhstan, Canada, and Namibia, which are the major Uranium
producers and exporters of the world by 2022.

India touted as one of the world’s largest nuclear powers, ninth largest Uranium producer,

and one of the largest Uranium importers (since the 1990s, especially from Kazakhstan,

Canada, and Russia), finds itself entangled in the black-market trade of uranium. The
sequence of uranium-related events in India reveals an unsettling story of smuggling,
theft, and security failures over the years. These incidents demonstrate the ongoing

vulnerabilities in the safeguarding of nuclear materials.

These range from the alleged recovery of 2.5kg in Meghalaya in 1994, where smugglers
claimed the scientist entrusted with 95kg failed to retrieve it, to the recent arrests in 2021
and 2022. The recent arrest on May 6, 2021, of two individuals with 7kg of natural uranium
worth a staggering 2.9 million dollars is not an isolated incident but a stark reminder of a
pervasive issue plaguing the nation’s nuclear capabilities. The incident of 2022 involved

the illegal sale of a valuable item for Rs. 350 million per kg.

The given statistics of the consequential incidents have been extracted purely from Indian
and international news outlets to avoid bias. The data lacks the exact quantity and the net
worth of the confiscated radioactive or fissile material due to a number of reasons, such
as inadequate reporting, a lack of particular information from the authorities, or ongoing
investigations in which exact values have not been made public. Accurately determining
the quantity and value of uranium that has been captured may also be difficult due to the

covert operations and underground nature of the illicit trade.
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1994
(October
16)

1998 (June)

Incident

Police in Meghalaya
recovered 2.5 kgs of
uranium from four
smugglers in Domiasiat,
who allege that nearly 95
kg of unprocessed
uranium, originally
entrusted to them by a
scientist from the DAE’s
Atomic Mineral Division,
remains hidden in the hills
after the scientist failed to
retrieve the radioactive

material as promised.

The authorities in the

Indian state of West

Bengal detained an

opposition leader under
the suspicion of

Quantity
of Approximate
Uranium Worth Price

(Kg)

India Today 100 Not Defined

Institute of

Peace and
Conflict 100 Not Defined

Studies

(IPCS), Indian
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transporting over 100kg of

uranium.

Defence

Review (IDR)

1998 (July)

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
confiscated eight
kilograms  of  nuclear
material from a structural
engineer Arun, in Chennai,
with subsequent analysis
by the Indira Gandhi
Center for Atomic
Research (IGCAR)
revealing six kilograms of
natural uranium (U-237
and U-238) along with
weapons-grade U-235.

This discovery prompted

additional seizures on July
31, 1998, involving 31
grams and 2 kilograms
from two other engineers,
suggesting a potential link
to an atomic research
center as the source;
however, the case was
eventually closed without
further action.

Institute of

Peace and

Conflict
Studies
(IPCS), Indian
Defence

Review (IDR)

10.031

Not Defined
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2000
(November
7)

2000
(November
13)

As per the IAEA, Indian
authorities confiscated 57
pounds of uranium and
apprehended two
individuals for engaging in
the
radioactive material.

illegal trafficking of

The
Energy Agency
that

International Atomic
(IAEA)
disclosed Indian
authorities confiscated
three uranium rods and
detained eight individuals
on charges related to the
illegal trafficking of nuclear
material, raising concerns
about the wvulnerability of
civil nuclear facilities to
such thefts.

Authorities in the Indian

West
arrested two individuals in

state of Bengal
possession of over two
hundred grams of semi-
processed Uranium

Indian agencies
apprehended members of
a terror outfit in a village

the

along

Bangladesh
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border with 225 grams of

milled uranium.

2006

(December)

In August 2006, a fortified
research facility in
Rajrappa town, Ramgarh
district, reported the theft
of a container containing
radioactive material,
potentially carrying
uranium with a radius of
adverse radiation effects
extending to 15
kilometers; however,
officials have not disclosed
the degree of uranium
enrichment.

A criminal gang was
apprehended while trying
to smuggle low-grade
uranium, suitable for a
basic radiation-dispersal
device, from an Indian
state-owned mine to
Nepal. During the same
year, another group was
intercepted while illegally
transporting a stock of

uranium across the border

to Bangladesh, with

Not
Defined

Not Defined

The Center for
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Integrity, Indian

Not
Defined

Defence

Review (IDR)
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assistance from the son of
an employee at India’s
Atomic Minerals Division,
responsible for overseeing
uranium mining and

processing.

An employee at a nuclear
reactor in southwest India

intentionally poisoned

numerous colleagues with 1he Center for
a radioactive isotope, Public Integrity, Not

exploiting significant  |dian Defence Applicable

security lapses inthe plant, Reayiew (IDR)
as revealed in an internal

government report
obtained by the Center.

According to Indian

government sources,

guerrilla rebels in northeast

India illicity  obtained

uranium ore from a Indian Defence Not
government-operated Review (IDR) identified
miling plant in 2013,

utilizing it to create a basic
bomb before being
apprehended by the police.

Around 9 kg of radioactive 23 crore per

uranium, identified as kg

depleted uranium through
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laboratory tests, has been
confiscated from  two
individuals in Thane, with
preliminary investigations
suggesting it was brought
from abroad for sale to
unknown parties in the
area. Two lab reports
indicated uranium content
of 87.7% and 79.5%,
respectively. The banned
nature of this substance
makes it difficult to
determine its exact value,
though some independent
media reports estimate
depleted uranium to be
valued at %3 crore per kg.

The Kolkata police
uncovered another
uranium smuggling
network, arresting five
individuals who had come
to Kolkata claiming to sell
one kilogram of radioactive
material, valued at %3 crore

in the open market.

Acting on specific

information, the Nagpada

The Times of

India

THE WIRE

%3 crore

2.8
uUsbD

million
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unit of the ATS
apprehended a 27-year-
old Thane resident, Jigar
Pandya, on February 14
for  possessing small
pieces of valuable
substance and attempting
to illegally sell them; during
interrogation, it was
revealed that the uranium
pieces were provided by
Abu Tahir Afzal Husain
Choudhary (31) of
Mankhurd in Mumbai. The
ATS later arrested
Choudhary at the Kurla
Scrap Association
premises in Mankhurd,
seizing 7.1 kg of natural
uranium from him. In a
separate incident, two men
were arrested in
Maharashtra on May 7 for
possessing 7.1 kilograms
of natural uranium,
estimated to be worth over
Rs. 21.3 crore ($2.8

million); the source of the

uranium was unknown and
under investigation. Tested
by the Bhabha Atomic




Research Centre (BARC),
the substance was
confirmed to be highly
radioactive natural
uranium, with a purity
above 90%, deemed
dangerous to human life.

This was the second
incident of Uranium illicit
trade in India in 2021. On
June 3, police in
Jharkhand arrested seven
individuals for allegedly
possessing 6.4 kilograms
of a substance believed to
be uranium. However, on
June 10, a spokesperson
for the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs disputed
this claim, stating that the
Indian  Department  of
Atomic Energy affirmed the
seized material is not
uranium and is not

radioactive.

The two Indian nationals,
Upendra Kumar Mishra

and Raju Thakur from

Bihar, along with six Nepali

Arms  Control

Association

Not
identified

Not
identified

(4.218
million USD

per Kg)
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nationals, were arrested by
the police as they were
preparing to sell a valuable
item for Rs. 350 million per
kg. Bhupendra and
Nawaraj were arrested
from a car parked in
parking lot of a five-star
hotel in Boudha, where the
substance was hidden,
leading to the arrest of the
other six based on
information provided by
them. All eight individuals
are facing charges of
illegally trading in uranium,
and authorities  have
seized nine mobile phones
from them, according to

Nepal Police headquarters

sources. (The total price of

seized uranium could not
be defined as the quantity

was not identified.)
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The Indian history in black marketing of uranium depicts that the credibility of India’s
safety and security measures for uranium reserves is under question. Consequently, it is
considered a responsible nuclear weapon state is factually wrong. The events point to a
massive gap in the system, not just a fissure, that not only allows criminals to openly sell
nuclear materials on the illicit market but also proves the involvement of government
officials. It also presents a disconcerting picture of India’s nuclear depots, highlighting
flaws that legitimately raise doubts about the country’s capacity to shield its population
from nuclear catastrophes. This highlights the urgent need to confront and fortify safety

measures in the context of escalating demands.

The international community’s indifference, together with the deafening silence on the

illicit uranium trade in one of the world’s nuclear giants, is quite worrisome.

India’s illicit uranium supply chain is a ticking time bomb that threatens not just national
security but also global security. However, the apathy of the international community
towards addressing this issue head-on reveals a lot about how dedicated the states are
to a world free of nuclear weapons. Because nuclear materials could fall into the wrong
hands, the aforementioned incidents are those that have been reported, and there may
be many more, though there is always the potential for devastating outcomes if nothing

is done.

To fortify its security measures and ensure the integrity of its nuclear programme, India
must take proactive and responsible action. Furthermore, the international community
must unite against the growing threat posed by the illegal uranium trade in India and quit
being so indifferent to it. Now is the moment to take immediate action before the dark
market’'s shadows engulf us all in a nuclear nightmare. The stakes are too high to stay
blindfolded.

The Danger Inside: World’s Deafening Silence - Stratheia
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Lost Innocence
Manahil Bazai March 26,2024

Poverty in Pakistan has become a major concern, with recent data showing an
unprecedented increase in the number of people living below the poverty line. According
to the World Bank estimates, poverty rates in Pakistan have increased to 39.4% in the
last fiscal year, pushing an extra 12.5 million individuals into poverty. This is primarily due
to the inconsistent implementation of political reforms, which has led to a flawed
democratic system that hits the poor the hardest. As a result, poverty has gone up and
the gap between rich and poor has widened. When families cannot afford necessities like
food, water, education, and healthcare, they often have no choice but to send their
children to work and rely on them for financial support. This shows the intricate interde-

pendence of poverty and child labour in Pakistan.

One of the major threats to the rights of children across the globe is Child Labor,
especially in developing countries like Pakistan, where around 12 million children are
forced to work at an early age. Many poverty-stricken families depend on their children to
make ends meet, often making them work as domestic helpers. Currently, an estimated
264,000 children are working in this sector. Furthermore, some ideological, and cultural
beliefs restrict girls’ access to education and consequently, they end up doing household
chores and are forced into early marriages. Thus, this inaccessibility contributes to their

inability to break the chain of poverty.

CPEC — A business-friendly regime for sustainable growth

In Pakistan, Child Labor is prevalent in several industries, such as agriculture, mining,
manufacturing, domestic work, and the informal sector. In 2020, Pakistan banned child
labour and declared it unlawful for children to be employed in factories and other
industries. Despite this, according to the Society for the Protection of the Rights of the
Children (SPARC), over 12 million children aged 5 to 14 are still working as labourers. In
addition, according to the National Institute of Population Studies, many child labourers

are subjected to hazardous and unpleasant working conditions.
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Child labour perpetuates a cycle of exploitation and abuse that leads to devastating
consequences, including occurrences of domestic violence. For instance, Rizwana, a 14-
year-old maid, employed at the residence of a civil judge in Islamabad, endured severe
mistreatment from the judge’s wife, resulting in grave injuries. Shockingly, amidst physical
abuse and false accusations, she was not provided with her due rightful wages. Her
injuries including fractured teeth and ribs, along with strangulation marks, highlight the
distressing reality faced by many forced labourers. However, this event is not an isolated
occurrence, similar acts of brutality have occurred several times in the past. Thus, it
stresses on the urgent need to address the interconnected issues of child labour, human
rights violations, and domestic violence, intensified by widespread poverty and inequality

in Pakistan.

OGRA notifies reduction in LPG prices

Such injustices remind us of the need for a caring society that puts the well-being and
rights of its most vulnerable first. Therefore, child labour not only harms the children
involved but also shakes the foundation of society by posing a threat to the future of
millions. Forced child labor deprives children of the chance to study, learn, and acquire
the necessary skills. They are exposed to arduous hours of work, abuse, and exploitation.
Moreover, it impedes children from contributing positively to society as a skilled and
educated individual in the long run. Thus, the consequences of child labour are
multifaceted in nature that affect human lives negatively and threaten the future of

humanity.

The effective role of Government in this subject matter is the need of the hour. It should
improve access to quality education, especially for the marginalized communities. In the
short run, there should be financial support programs for vulnerable families in the shape
of cash transfer schemes, and vocational training for the parents. In the long run, to
reduce the poverty government should announce livelihood programs for the targeted
population living below the poverty line. Moreover, strengthening child protection systems
and services to identify and support children engaged in forced labour activities. So, the
principle that children are meant to learn, not to earn, echoes the wisdom of Karl

Menninger who stated that “What is done to the children, they will do to society”. With
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continuous efforts, we can ensure a better tomorrow for all. Child labour is deeply
ingrained in the mindsets of impoverished families and there is a need for social and
behavioural change to abolish it. It is an obligation to speak out against such injustices
and strive for a world where every child’s innocence is protected, and their rights are

ensured.

Lost Innocence — The Nation
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