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The strategic stability of South Asia predominantly depends on India and 

Pakistan. However, the Indian quest to indulge Pakistan in a limited war 

remains a constant threat to the strategic stability of South Asia. The 

dynamics of strategic stability have remained complex due to the hostile 

relations between India and Pakistan. India has remained in the process 

of doctrinal transformation since the 1980s. The Sundarji doctrine, Cold 

Start, Joint Doctrine (Indian Armed Forces), and Land Warfare doctrine 

all aim at launching an offensive against Pakistan. To supplement 

India’s ambitious aims in the region, India has frequently introduced 

innovative war-fighting doctrines. The Indian military's aggressive 

approach towards the region reflects India’s adherence to the principles 

of offensive realism. The theory of offensive realism promulgates the 

maximization of power by the dominant states. Therefore, it 

appropriately defines India’s limited warfighting aims in the region. The 

study provides a comprehensive understanding of prominent Indian war-

fighting doctrines and their shortcomings. Consequently, it provides an 

in-depth knowledge of limited Indian war-fighting doctrines.  
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